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United Way Support of Planned Parenthood in Peoria

Central Illinois Right to Life, Inc. is a peace-loving, life-
embracing, irenic association of citizens from all different
walks of life--all of whom are united around the simple and
yet profound notion that all human beings ought to be
given the "right" to life.

We live in the same community with many other people--
some of whom agree with us, and some of whom do not.
Often, there is a sweet intersection of interests, passions,
and concerns, which almost all of us share in common.
When this happens, we have cause for being glad.

CIRTL has no interest in being at odds with any agencies
in our area who are not directly involved in the wrongful
taking of (civilly) innocent life. We count the Heart of
Illinois United Way in this more positive camp. We fully
and heartily recognize the good causes that they (United
Way) support; and for this, we applaud them. However,
there is the one important concern that the pro-life
community still has with United Way, and that is its
continued (though admittedly somewhat restrained)
support of Planned Parenthood's work in Peoria.

We also fully grasp the fact that there is a matrix of difficult
associations amongst traditionally pro-life churches and
clergy relative to the fact that United Way provides for
various religiously- based efforts in central lllinois. Still,
this is no cause for us to compromise principle at the altar
of expediency.

All that said, we continue to urge United Way to
completely end support for Planned Parenthood. We do
this out of conviction as our conscience compels us. All of
us should do everything we can to improve one another.
The United Way has a lot going in its favor--why should
they not go all the way, and care for only those causes
and works in our community that are savory and good?

In light of all this, CIRTL is encouraging all citizens in
Central Illinois to sign the petition found within our current
mailing, and return it to the self-addressed destination.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of our humble
request.

Rev. Mark Henninger, President - CIRTL
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During coming months, the following pro-life
events are scheduled in the Peoria area:

July Fourth Parade: Members and friends of
Central lllinois Right To Life will walk togetheni

the July 4th Parade in West Peoria. Meet at 9:00,
AM on the 4th along Rohmann Ave, just west of
Sterling by Calvin Coolidge School playground, in
West Peoria. Call Sondra at 309-673-4833 for
more information.

Prayer Vigil at South Side Mission: HEART
CRY 24 Hour Prayer Event, Friday July 17th -
Saturday July 18th. Prayer time for the unborn and
families from 1lpm-12am will be inside the
Chapel. This prayer event is sponsored by Push
For Peace Peoria. www.pushforpeace.org.

For more information, email lizbou@comcast.net
or call Liz at 309-387-2221.

Annual 5K Run/Walk: This year the race will be
on August 8th. It will be at Bradley Park in Peori
starting at 7:30 AM. Trophies are awarded to male
and female winners in several age divisions.
Contributions are needed to help purchase the
trophies for the run. Call Dan at 309-691-3611 or
CIRTL at 309-645-8000 for additional
information.

Fall 40 Days for Life Campaign : Please mark
your calendar for September 23 through November
1. There are plans for having a prayerful presence
at the abortion clinic in Peoria and community
outreach as well. Contact Karen Guth for more
information at 309-453-7493.

Annual Peoria Area Life Chain: Central lllinois
Right to Life will sponsor the annual Life Chain on
Sunday, October 4, 2009. Organizational help and
church coordinators are needed. Call Dan at 309
691-3611 for more details.
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PETITION TO THE HEART OF ILLINOIS UNITED WAY

Recognizing that in the past the Heart of lllingisited Way has funded
Planned Parenthood Heart of lllinois
Recognizing that Planned Parenthood Heart of iitnas merged with the state’s
largest provider of abortions now called PlannateRthood of Illinois;
Recognizing that Planned Parenthood of lllinoid likely seek funding from
the Heart of lllinois United Way;dn
Recognizing that funding by the Heart of lllinoigitéd Way to this or any
abortion entity is abhorrent whether or not owtividual contributions
are routed to other agencies;

We therefore urge the Heart of lllinois United Wayto declare its policy not to
fund Planned Parenthood of lllinois or any other abortion agency
for any programs or services at all.

NAME DBORESS

Further, by signing or initialing below, as consciatious Christians, we likewise
commit that if the Heart of Illinois United Way pr ovides any funding
whatsoever to Planned Parenthood of lllinois or ay other abortion
provider, we will not donate to the Heart of lllinois United Way
whether or not our contributions are routed to other agencies.

Please return to:

Central lllinois Right to Life
4100 Brandywine Drive
Peoria, IL 8161

Additional copies at
www.cirtl.org

Please add your e-mail
address to be advised
of results. E-mail
addresses are not turned
in with the Petition.

E-MAIL ADDRESS




Pro Life Events Remembered - Life-Line

About 75 people, from 4 months old to 85 years old, showed up along War Memorial Drive in Peoria,
lllinois, from 1:30 to 3 p.m. Sunday, June 7, to pray for an end to abortion.

Life-Line was organized by Bradley University freshman Alexandria Reynolds. Though it was intended
to be youth-centric, plenty of older folks showed up, too, to lend their support.

For a first-time event, it went off very well. Alexandria and her friends had prepared hand-painted signs
with instructions on the back, including ideas for prayer. Some signs read "Yay for Kids," as others
carried the message "Better off Alive.”

Media coverage was supplied by the Peoria Journal Star and News Channel 25 TV. Links to media
coverage of the Life-Line event can be found on the CIRTL web site and FaceBook Group.

Participants stood along War Memorial Drive, also known as U.S. Route 150 — probably the busiest
street in Peoria. Reynolds emphasized the positive nature of the event, which came one week after
the murder of abortion doctor George Tiller but had been in the planning stages for months. It was an
opportunity to show the peaceful nature of the pro-life movement.

Most drivers honked and waved their support. Only a few made some negative hand gestures. Traffic
was very heavy and there was a lot of positive feedback from passing motorists. Thanks again to
Alexandria Reynolds and Bradley Students for Life for all their hard work planning and organizing this
Pro-Life Youth Event in Peoria! And keep in mind - they are planning on making Life-Line an annual
event!! Check out the You-Tube Video of Life-Line: http://www.cirtl.org/lifelineyoutube.html !
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LIFE CHAIN COMMITTEE
c/o Daniel J. Smith
7814 N. Radnor Road
Peoria, Illinois 61615
(309) 691-3611

The King will reply, “I tell you the truth, whatevgou did
for one of the least of these brothers of mine, golufor
me.” Matthew 25:40

Dear Friends of Children In the Womb:

Please join us in standing against the greatgstioe of our time at thleart of lllinois
Life Chain on Sunday, October 4, 2009 from 2:30 to 3:30 p.mTl'he Heart of Illinois Life Chain
is truly a human chain stretching from where abaortdeaths occur at 7405 N. University, south on
University and west on Northmoor Road to Allen BRaten back north to Esther House, symbolic
of a better choice for women in crisis. This Jtedior Jesus is symbolic of our stand with Him.

The Life Chain is a prayer service. Upon arrivedymly greet your fellow Chainers and then
begin to pray. Please do not talk. Let us prayrarditate continually, with eyes closed some of
the time (if not watching small children) and Istfeel free to kneel and pray (please do not lie
down). In the spirit of Christian love, let's combo be peaceful, prayerful and polite in both dior
and deed. Any misconduct from passersby shoulddiavith silence and a kind "smile" to express
our inner peace and forgiveness. Acknowledge amtpnsts who support our Life Chain with a
friendly facial expression and not with a verbahaoimated response. Prayer with eyes closed is th
best response. Give immediate passage to all preass Small children only should eat or drink
(other than water) during the Life Chain.

This year we are asking people to meet at theecefthe Life Chain, Richwoods High
School on University Street or St. Vincent DePath&l on Northmoor Road and stretch out,
reaching as far as possible north on Universitywaest on Northmoor to Allen Road, then north.
Please bring as many as you can from your churdthalp us stretch out along this route. Adults
standing 15 or 20 feet apart can provide a cledrcantinuous witness to those driving by as well as
enable us to reflect more prayerfully. Childresmnsting beside their parents in prayer provide a
strong testimony of family unity to a culture wheligisions in the family are common. Everyone,
young and old, may participate in prayer. If aapmot stand, bring a lawn chair. Our witness is
strengthened especially by the weakest among us.

We will gladly speak to any church or group ingteel in attending. Life Chain signs will be
available for pickup weekdays at the Family ResesilCenter, 321 Main Street, Peoria in
September, or at or at the parking lots near Ridusddigh School and St. Vincent’s Church at the
corner of Northmoor and University streets begigran hour before the Life Chain.

May God bless your stand for righteousness onlbehehildren in the womb.

Most gratefully yours in Christ,

Dan Smith, Chairman
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Join the NATIONAL LIFE CHAIN!

Sunday Oct. 4, 2009
2:30 - 3:30 p.m. at University,
Northmoor and Allen Road Sidewalk

Meet at University and
Northmoor Intersection

Stand with thousands of pro-lifers throughout tr&AU

You'll be a light in a darkened world as you helpp @n end to abortion
through prayer!

Bring your whole family! Rain or shine! Watemwa chairs for the young
and old, umbrellas and strollers are welcome!

Signs proclaim “Abortion Kills Children,” “Abortiotdurts Women,”
“Adoption - the Loving Option,” “Life - the firstrdalienable Right” “Jesus
Forgives & Heals,” “Lord, Forgive Us and Our Natjband “Pray to End
Abortion”

Seewww.LifeChain.net for more than 1400 locations
in 1200 cities and towns across the United Statd€Canada.

See other siddor more details or call 691-3611

LIFE CHAIN is a peaceful and prayerful public witness of |i@-Americans standing for
one hour praying for our nation and for an end bhorion. It is a visual statement |of
solidarity by the Christian community that aborti&ills children and that the Church
supports the sanctity of human life from the monwdrdonception.
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Pro Life Events Remembered - CIRTL Annual BenefitS ale

The Central lllinois Right to Life Benefit Sale Beg  an with item drop off days on Wednesday May 13
and Thursday May 14, 2009. These days were spent o rganizing and pricing items and there were
a lot of workers there to help. Good fellowship and food made the time well spent.

The actual sale began Friday May 15 at 8 am and fin ished at noon on Saturday May 16. Then, after
4 more hours of hard work, everything was cleaned u p and done.

Funds raised by this year's Sale are over double la st year's total. This is due in large part to the
extraordinary number of organizers and helpers who donated so much time and effort to making
the event a great success. Credit also goes to eve  ryone who donated items for the sale; we had a
lot of great “stuff!”

Our deep appreciation goes to St. Bernard Church of Peoria for letting CIRTL use their wonderful
facility. And a special thanks to Sondra and Jeanne and Karen and Pat for organizing the Sale.

Start saving some good items to donate
to the Benefit Sale, Spring of 2010!
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Alice and the Cheshire Cat—Defining Choice

A Recent Article from the Central lllinois Right To Life — Director’s Blog

When the Pro-Life movement began referring to itself as “Pro-Life” instead of “Anti-Abortion,” the justification
was that the overall movement was addressing not just issues related to the early stages of life, but concerns
across the whole spectrum of human existence.

Now - | don’t think most Pro-Life people would argue with the accuracy of the “Anti-Abortion” label so far as it
goes - it is just not inclusive of all that the movement and most of its members stand for regarding the Sanctity
of Human Life from conception to natural death.

On the other hand, “Pro-Abortion” is not a sign people want to hang around their own neck. One might enlarge
that tent | suppose to include some sort of quasi choices in other areas - assisted suicide, euthanasia, etc. But
even if this was an accurate generalization, (and | am not asserting that it is,) what umbrella would subsume
such a gathering of the minds? “Pro-Death?” Well, that is definitely not an improvement!

And so instead of “Pro-Abortion” - voila “Pro-Choice,” the Big Daddy of all euphemisms was hatched! We in
the Pro-Life camp should insist that the “Pro-Choice” banner be successfully defended by those who shelter
beneath its wings, or else be discarded. We must insist because the Fourth Estate in general has chosen to
accept the “Pro-Choice” moniker at face value. Concurrently, the same media outlets in large part have
insisted on continuing to refer to the Pro-Life movement as “Anti-Abortion” - a disservice | might add, which
they do not extend to most other social movements. In this regard at least, they are abysmal failures as
journalists.

Anyway, onward to an exercise in definition...
“Pro” means “for” — so we have “For Life” and “For Choice.”

“Life” in this case clearly means human life. Although there may be some disagreement on which physical
entities are entitled to be included in the category, “living human being” is a fairly concrete concept, easily
defined by genetics, etc.

“Choice” on the other hand is an extremely abstract conception, fraught with overtones of free-will and
determinism, nature and nurture, influence and compulsion, etc. And parenthetically, “Choice” is assumed to
be strictly limited in the current usage under discussion to the termination of pregnancy — for surely no one in
the “Pro-Choice” movement is advocating an all encompassing “right to choose” that trumps any and all
restrictions on personal actions across the board! (Just applying the concept for a moment even to mundane
things like speed limits reveals a completely naked Emperor!)

Though the general concept can be easily shown on its face to be inherently unworkable, the current legal
situation secures for women a practically unrestricted right to ‘choose' regarding abortion. As a public relations
coup, a better cant than “Pro-Choice” would have been hard to come by — for it smacks of liberty, and one can
almost smell the apple pie.

In the real world however, the human will is not exercised in a vacuum. Just as every effect has a cause, there
are reasons behind every choice we make. To claim otherwise is to treat choice as a flippant matter of no
moral significance — meaningless as a chance occurrence, void of intent or volition - like the flip of a coin. In
fact, as with Alice and the Cheshire Cat,* it could be argued that without inclination and reasons, one could not
even make a true choice at all! And | assume hardly any woman alive would arrive at a decision about a matter
so serious as the life or death of her unborn child for reasons she did not find deep and compelling.

(Continued on next page)
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So what are some reasons that come into play in the choice to abort? And might we divide them into
internal and external reasons? Now | am not sure if anyone can speak for the internal inclinations of another
person. But the external pressures are another matter.

At first blush these external motivations would obviously include the attitudes and actions of significant
people in a woman's life, (husband, boyfriend, parents, etc). The posture taken by institutions, (church,
school, employer, etc) and societal laws and taboos or lack thereof, would also act from outside a person to
influence choice.

And it also should be admitted that it would not always be easy to demarcate between these two categories.
For example, take the following admitted simplistic scenario: “I love my boyfriend. He insists he does not
want a child. He says he will leave me if | have this baby.” Here the interaction between the internal and
external can immediately be noted.

How often the input of lover, family, friend, classmate, employer, teacher, abortionist, etc., crosses the line
into untoward verbal and emotional pressure on a women to exit from pregnancy through the doors of an
abortion clinic awaits the efforts of researchers willing to accept the incumbent derision that would be
heaped on them. But the potential for intimidation is clearly multiplied exponentially by the legality,
acceptability, and availability of the option. And most times, a baby carried to term, affects the lives of many
other people for years to come - people who can exercise little choice in the matter except by virtue of
whatever persuasion they can bring to bear on the expectant mother.

Now consider a preghant woman in relationship with an unscrupulous man - a woman who does not
succumb to his attempts at verbal and emotional manipulation to abort. You know what comes next from a
violent man who is anxious to escape the emotional, legal, and financial responsibilities of 20 plus years of
fatherhood that awaits him if the unborn child in question ever obtains a birth certificate.

Exactly because the ideal world where “choice” exists in some pristine state is a fairy tale, “Pro-Choice” is
one of the most blatant misnomers of all time. For it is sadly apparent that efforts to make and keep
abortion legal, to define abortion as morally acceptable, to insure abortion is readily available, to secure
funding for abortion services from government and private payers, etc., - all these efforts have only served
to proliferate this staggering human catastrophe. For none of these are neutral in their influential effect on
the decision a woman makes.

Moreover the availability of legal, cheap, and socially acceptable abortion removes what otherwise would
have served as barriers of resistance for a woman under duress from others. And for the same reason, this
state of affairs encourages coercion on the part of people and institutions around her that stand to benefit
from the abortion of her unborn child.

Therefore, | assert that the “Pro-Choice” flag cannot be defended, because the primary net effect of the
movement is not the promotion of freedom, but the propagation of abortion. Thus, “Pro-Abortion” is the
more accurate banner.

Ladies and gentlemen of that persuasion, have the c ourage to fly your true colors on the mast!

Dennis Dillard, CIRTL

* Alice and the Cheshire Cat

Alice ... “Would you tell me, please, which way | loup go from here?”
"That depends a good deal on where you want téogesaid the Cat.

“I don't much care where—"said Alice.

“Then it doesn't matter which way you go,” said Bat.
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Movie Ads Campaign

In May of this year, we re-started our
movie ads campaign, running 30-second
commercials at Willow Knolls Cinema and at
Pekin Showplace. Directed to young people, the
commercials provide an option for someone with
an unplanned pregnancy to talk to someone who
can help. A phone number at the end of the
commercial is staffed by counselors who will
direct the caller to a local pregnancy center.

It costs about $3800 to run these ads for
six months. So, we are looking for donations to
help us fund this important outreach. If you are
interested in helping, please send your check to
us at our address at the bottom of this page.

CIRTL Official Statement on the Death of Dr. Georg e Tiller

The Central lllinois Right to Life board of directors is committed to a peaceful end of the practice of
abortion. We are dedicated to accomplishing this goal through fervent prayer, lawful civic actions, and
supporting pro-life legislative efforts in lllinois and in Washington, D.C.

While CIRTL opposes what George Tiller stood for as a doctor specializing in the performance of late-
term abortions, we also vehemently oppose the un-Christian and illegal actions that brought about his death.
The pro-life position is one of life and light, not death and darkness.

We pray for comfort for George Tiller's family and friends as they deal with this tragedy, just as we pray
for an end to all abortions.

The Central Illinois Right to Life board of directors, June 1. 2009

Helpers of God's Precious Infants estimates theredve been 935 abortions at the Peoria Abortion Cligiin 2009

Central lllinois Right to Life: Membership and Volu nteer Drive
If you would like to work with us to defend Right to Life in Central Illinois, fill out
and mail this form to receive our quarterly newsletter and/or to let us know that
you are available to help with Pro-Life activities and events in the Peoria area.
Donations are appreciated but we need YOU much more than we need money!

Name :
Address :
City :
State
Zip Code :
Telephone :
Email :

D SIGN ME UP FOR CIRTL QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER
D | AM VOLUNTEERING TO HELP : Please put me on your list of volunteers

D ACCEPT MY DONATION:$5  $10__ $15  $25 _ Other
Central lllinois Right to Life, Inc. 4100 N. Brandywine Dr. Peoria, IL 61614 (309) 645-8000email: cirtl@cirtl.org
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To the Members of Central Illinois Right to Life fr ~ om Alexandria Reynolds, organizer of Life-Line Even  t

Thank you so much for your prayer and support for the event, Life-Line. The event was very successful only
due to the prayer and participation of you and other local pro-life supporters. On the day of the event, there were
many factors that could have easily made the event unsuccessful, but God truly did answer prayer. Although the
forecast called for severe thunderstorms throughout the day, we were only sprinkled on once or twice and actually
saw some sunshine towards the end. Above all, | was so pleased with the number of participants who came to
show their support and conviction. We had approximately 80 participants! The day was such a huge blessing and |
am very excited to do it again next year. If you could not make it this time, | am planning another Life-Line for next
June. | wish you all a fun and relaxing summer season! God Bless!

Central lllinois Right To Life Hasa New FaceBook Group — Search for Us on FaceBook or Go to

the CIRTL Web Site — www.cirtl.org — and Click on the FaceBook Icon
CIRTL Has a New Director's BLOG — Goto www.centralillinoisrighttolife.blogspot.com

Peoria Dining Tour Coupon Books Are Still Available ~ —Call 309-645-8000

Unity on the essentials of the Sanctity of Humiém s our objective. We are not seeking unifoyrof opinion on all matters.
Therefore, some ideas advocated by the authorgiofes in Central lllinois Life News or on the Geal Illinois Right To Life
website may not necessarily reflect the the perdsapas of all the members and officers of Ceniffelois Right To Life, Inc.
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